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5/2016 INFORMATION for Boys & their PARENTs/Guardians about joining Boy Scout Troop Six   
 
WHAT IS A SCOUT TROOP? 
 

A scout troop is a group of boys (plus a few adults) that 
enjoys learning, camping, working, & having fun 
together. 
 

Troop 6 is divided into 3 or 4 scout patrols (groups of 4-8 
scouts).  Each patrol has a leader (about 14 years old). 
 

The senior patrol (15-17 years old = high school) runs 
the troop activities with the help of the patrol leaders.  
The senior patrol leader is in charge of the whole show. 
 

The troop staff (Scoutmaster & assistants, who are 
adults) coach the senior scouts and oversee activities.  
All are volunteers. 
 

The troop committee (parents) supports the troop and its 
leaders in many ways.  (see Other Notes). 
 

Troop 6 has been sponsored by St. John's Presbyterian 
Church since the troops founding in 1929.  The church 
provides a safe place to hold meetings and store 
equipment. 
 

There are about 4 troops in Berkeley.  We are part of the 
Herms District of the Mt. Diablo Silverado Council 
(Berkeley, Albany, and Contra Costa, Napa, Solano, & 
Lake Counties).  The council provides a service center 
for registration, awards, training courses for leaders, 
campsites, program events, and liability insurance. 
 

There are scout troops all over the world.  We, of course, 
are members of The Boy Scouts of America (BSA). 
 
WHAT ARE THE ACTIVITIES? 
 

 •  Weekly MEETINGs prepare scouts in such skills as: 
first aid & safety, hiking, camping, cooking, 
conservation, citizenship, communication, fitness, 
swimming, leadership, and common sense, etc. 

 

 •  Monthly weekend CAMPs: beach, hiking, biking, 
skiing/boarding/snowshoeing, camporees (many 
troops), and backpacking. 

 

 •  Money raising: Wreath sales 
 

 •  Community SERVICE projects 
 

 •  SUMMER camp: 2 or 3 weeks at our own wilderness  
  site in the Sierras 
 
WHEN & WHERE DO YOU MEET? 
 

Tuesdays   7:30 - 9:00 PM 
 

Recreation room, St. John's Center at College & Garber 
in Berkeley (downstairs, through the middle door in 
parking lot, through the door to the left of the stairs, then 
down the stairs to the right). 
 

QUESTIONS?   Contact the Scoutmaster,  
 Mike Edenborough 
 amikgiver@aol.com 
 

also Website: www.troop6berkeley.org 

HOW DO I JOIN? 
 
A boy can join a scout troop if he has completed the 5th 
grade & is at least 10 years old, or is 11 years old, or has 
earned the Arrow of Light Award (in cub scouts) & is at 
least 10 years old, but has not reached age 18. 
 

 1)  Visit several troop meetings to see what scouting is 
about.  Parents/Guardians may visit too. 

 

 2)  Complete and return: 
  • BSA Youth Application 
  • Health form (with medical release)  
  • pay dues of $50 {make checks to Troop 6, BSA} 
 

 3) Memorize the Scout Oath (it is part of our joining 
ceremony) 

The Scout Oath or Promise 
 

On my honor I will do my best 
To do my duty to God and my country and to obey the 

Scout Law: 
To help other people at all times: 
To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and 

morally straight. 
 

 4) When the above is done, there will be an investiture 
ceremony to which parents/guardians are invited.  It 
will usually take place during the last part (8:15-8:50 
PM) of a troop meeting.  

 
OTHER NOTES: 
 

PARENTS/GUARDIANS are expected to help by: 
 •  encouraging their son to participate fully, but let him 

prepare for each activity as much as possible 
 •  sharing the driving duties on camps 
 •  helping with wreath sales  
 •  being a merit badge counselor in areas related to your 

occupation or hobbies 
 •  serving on the troop committee sometime 
 •  helping staff the various camps 
 
Costs:  
 - Dues ($50 for the year) cover: registration, medical 

insurance, Boy's Life magazine, & some awards. 
The wreath sales pay many expenses. 

 - Scout Handbook (about $10) 
 - Uniform: scout shirt (~$35+) & insignia stuff (~$9+) 
 scout book tells where to sew patches 
  belt (~$9+)   at McCaulous in Montclair, or ... 

Our troop wears tan pants or scout pants 
 Neckerchief (we give out at the ceremony) 
 - Equipment like sleeping bag, backpack, ...($150 ±) 

Some items you may be able to borrow at first. 
 - Each camp has its own price: 

weekend trips (about $12 for food), ski trip (~$150), 
summer camp at Utica (~ $275 for two weeks), 
special summer trip [Hawaii, Tetons, ...] (~$800). 

 The troop has campership $ available for the 
expensive camps if that is a concern. 

 
 


